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216                       Clothmaking

to the ends of which the warp threads, which run
longitudinally through the cloth, are fastened in such
manner that they can be raised and depressed by
heddles,1 or looped threads, in alternate series, leaving
room between the two layers of warp for the passage
of the shuttle, charged with the woof.2 The shuttle,
flying from side to side across the alternating warp
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stained glass
threads, covers them with woof, which is packed close
by a vertical frame of rods, the lay, slay, or batten,
swinging between the warp threads. To weave tight
about the end of the eleventh century, when it was replaced by the
horizontal type. The upright loom continued to be employee! for
tapestry.
1  The officials of the weavers' gild in London had to examine all
' heldes ' and ' slayes ' from time to time and point out any defects ;
if these were not remedied before the next visit the weaver was
fined.    London Letter Book L, 290.
2  The use of the looser spun woof in place of warp was strictly
forbidden.   Liber Custumarum, i. 125 ;   Little Red Book of Bristol,
ii. 2.   At Worcester in 1497 anv one bringing yarn to be woven into
cloth was to bring the warp and the woof separate.   V. C, H. WOYCS.,
ii. 285.